MARIA THERESA OF AUSTRIA

Bohemia it was necessary to march through Saxony;
if we had not taken possession of this country, an enemy
would have been left in our rear, and this enemy, the
Saxons, could have prevented the Prussians from using
the Elbe for transportation/'

Frederick spent the winter in Dresden, where he was
feared as a ruthlessly severe master of Saxony. Augustus
had left for Poland, and his wife, who for some curious
reason decided to remain, was constantly exposed to
annoyance from the Prussians.

Frederick was able to concentrate on the spring
campaign before him. Maria Theresa, on the other
hand, was never really free to devote herself entirely
to the War. When hostilities began with Frederick's
invasion of Saxony, Maria Theresa was pregnant for the
last time. Her youngest, and sixteenth child, Maxi-
milian, was born in December 1756. Court problems
and family anxieties of one kind or another seemed
always to intrude upon her. When conditions at the
front were critical, her husband and her children and
her courtiers expected as much attention from her as
though the country had been at peace. Her heavy
social duties continued. When, for instance, in 1762,
the prodigy, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, was playing in
Vienna, she allowed him to perform for her, and it is
recorded that on this afternoon, which must have been
one of many exhausting afternoons for the Empress, she
fell down while romping with Marie Antoinette.

During the winter of 1756-57, when the first campaign
was in progress, both Joseph and Marie Christina, her
favourite daughter, were taken ill with small-pox, and
when they were out of danger, their mother was con-
stantly haunted by the fear that the disease would
spread to other members of the household.